
!ŘŀǊŜΩǎ ¢ǳǊŦ vǳŀȅ 
A Historical Perspective

Kevin Cribbin  
Adare Quay Restoration Committee

Adare Quay and Bollard                        



BACKGROUND
ÅIn pre-ŦŀƳƛƴŜ ǘƛƳŜǎΣ άǘƘŜ {Ƙŀƴƴƻƴ 9ǎǘǳŀǊȅ ǿŀǎ ŀ ǾŜǊȅ ōǳǎȅ ǊƛǾŜǊΣ ǘŜŜƳƛƴƎ ǿƛǘƘ ǘǊŀŦŦƛŎέincluding 

fishing boats, cargo ships, ferries, Royal Navy ships, French Navy ships,  smugglers and pirates.

ÅThe MaigueNavigation was established in мтллΩǎ to serve Adare using the tidal lower Maigueas a 
continuation of links that shipped goods and people between Adare, the Shannon Estuary, 
Limerick and the upper Shannon for many centuries. 

ÅThe MaigueNavigation:

1. Consisted of an 18th century canal and quay on site of present Adare Iron Works and a 
swing section in the bridge at Ferrybridge to allow ships pass through

ÅHandled small sailing ships  and also steam ships

ÅHandled cargoes mainly of turf, timber, agricultural products, coal 

ÅAfter canal and quay at Iron Works was cut off by new railway, they were replaced by  Turf Quay

ÅWas one of about 17 quays in the Shannon Estuary built ƻǊ ƛƳǇǊƻǾŜŘ ōŜǘǿŜŜƴ  мтллΩǎ ŀƴŘ мурлΩǎ 
by British authorities of the day, in  co-operation with local interests

ÅAs a port facility was held under State control, probably for military, customs & revenue purposes

ÅAdare Turf Quay remained under control of the Commissioners of Public Works until circa 1934

ÅAlmost all the Estuary quays - except Adare, are still in good condition and in use to this day 

Å! ŎƻƳƳƛǘǘŜŜ Ƙŀǎ ōŜŜƴ ŦƻǊƳŜŘ ǳƴŘŜǊ !ŘŀǊŜ /ƻƳƳǳƴƛǘȅ ¢Ǌǳǎǘ ǘƻ ǊŜǎǘƻǊŜ !ŘŀǊŜΩǎ ¢ǳǊŦ vǳŀȅ ŀǎ ŀƴ 
amenity for the local community and for visitors and as a living part of local heritage.
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http://www.limerickcity.ie/media/shannonr005.pdf

http://www.limerickcity.ie/media/shannonr005.pdf


Sailing Ships of the Shannon Estuary

Å Despite the arrival of steam ships in 1826, sailing ships still operated until 1952  

Å¢ƘŜ нр ǘƻƴ ƘƻƻƪŜǊ άAlzinaέ (built 1876) was the last sail trading vessel on the Shannon 

Å It arrived in the Shannon Estuary in the 19020s. 

Å Photo shows it in 1952 leaving Limerick for Labasheedafor the last time with captain John Davis at the helm.

Å https://sw-ke.facebook.com/ilenproject/photos/a.2263885490509035/2515329002031348/?type=3&theater

Photo Joe Mac Mahon
Photo Joe Mac Mahon

Shannon Estuary Hooker 

Shannon Estuary Hooker 

https://sw-ke.facebook.com/ilenproject/photos/a.2263885490509035/2515329002031348/?type=3&theater


Turf Hookers of the Shannon Estuary

http://voyageoftheblackphoebe.blogspot.com/2015/06/kilrush-in-full.html

https://www.jstor.org/stable/41412240?seq=1

Turf Boats and Turf Cots of the Shannon Estuary
Críostóir Mac Cárthaigh Béaloideas

An Cumann Le Béaloideas Éireann/Folklore of Ireland Society Shannon turf hookers were similar                     
to Galway hookers 

http://voyageoftheblackphoebe.blogspot.com/2015/06/kilrush-in-full.html
https://www.jstor.org/stable/41412240?seq=1
https://www.jstor.org/publisher/fis


Steam Ships of the Shannon Estuary

https://www.tandfonline.com/doi/abs/10.1080/00253359.2006.10657005?journalCode=rmir20

http:// www.clarelibrary.ie/eolas/coclare/history/kilrush_notes_1760_1960/scattery1.htm
http://www.limerickcity.ie/media/shannonr005.pdf

Å Demand for steam ships driven by Limerick / Kilrush holiday traffic 
Å Marchioness Wellesleywas the second steam ship on the Shannon  
Å Arrived at Limerick on 2 February 1827.[4]

Å Other steam ships also served the busy passenger and cargo traffic 
between Limerick and all quays in Shannon Estuary 

Å Steam cargo ships served Adare until around 1910.

https://www.tandfonline.com/doi/abs/10.1080/00253359.2006.10657005?journalCode=rmir20
http://www.clarelibrary.ie/eolas/coclare/history/kilrush_notes_1760_1960/scattery1.htm
http://www.limerickcity.ie/media/shannonr005.pdf
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Marchioness_Wellesley_(1826_ship)#cite_note-MM-4


Pier and Quays of the Shannon Estuary The Shannon Commissioners built or 
improved sevenstone piers and quayson the 
Shannon Estuary in the муплǎ ŀƴŘ ΨрлǎΥ

1. Saleen, Co. Kerry                             (1845)
2. Kilteery,  Co. Limerick                         (1845)
3. Foynes, Co. Limerick (1847)
4. Querrin, Co. Clare                    (1842)
5. Kilrush, Co. Clare 
6. Cahiracon(Kildysart), Co. Clare (1820)
7. Clarecastle, Co Clare 

Other quays built or improved include:
8. Labasheeda, Co. Clare
9. Knock,Co. Clare
10.Cappagh, Co. Clare                              (1820)
11.Tarbert, Co. Kerry (1854)
12.Glin, Co. Limerick                                 (1850)
13.Askeaton, Co. Limerick
14.Ballycuna(Ballysteen) Co. Limerick (1840)
15.Beagh, Co. Limerick        (1605/1840/1900)
16.RingmoylanCo. Limerick (N/A)
17.Adare  όмтнлΩǎ ŀƴŘ мурлǎύ
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RingmoylanPier, BallysteenPier, .ƻƭŀƴŘΩǎ aŜŀŘƻǿ, KilteeryPier, GlinPier, Knock Pier, LabasheedaQuay, 
KildysartPier, CovraghanPier, ClarecastlePier and TullyglassPoint

There are 11 viewing points along the Shannon Estuary Way.
SEW is funded by FailteIreland as a Wild Atlantic Way looped drive.

https://irishwaterwayshistory.com/abandoned-or-little-used-irish-waterways/the-lower-shannon/the-piers-quays-and-harbours-of-the-shannon-estuary/
https://irishwaterwayshistory.com/abandoned-or-little-used-irish-waterways/the-lower-shannon/the-piers-quays-and-harbours-of-the-shannon-estuary/saleen-quay/
https://irishwaterwayshistory.com/abandoned-or-little-used-irish-waterways/the-lower-shannon/the-piers-quays-and-harbours-of-the-shannon-estuary/querrin/
https://irishwaterwayshistory.com/abandoned-or-little-used-irish-waterways/the-lower-shannon/the-piers-quays-and-harbours-of-the-shannon-estuary/a-sector-lock-kilrush-marina/
https://irishwaterwayshistory.com/abandoned-or-little-used-irish-waterways/the-lower-shannon/the-piers-quays-and-harbours-of-the-shannon-estuary/cahircon-not-at-all-boring/


Condition of Quays & Piers
in Shannon Estuary 

ÅMost of these quays and piers have been surveyed 
by NIAH, which describes them generally as:

Åά.ŀǘǘŜǊŜŘ limestone construction, built c. 1820 
-1850. Coursed rusticated walling, with tooled 
limestone parapet walls

ÅCobblestones, concrete or tarmac surface

ÅCarved limestone or cast iron mooring posts.  

ÅAlmost all are generally appraised as:

ÅSurviving with original form intact 

ÅServing to highlight the technical proficiency of 
marine architects in the nineteenth century 

ÅForming integral part of ŀǊŜŀΩǎ ǊƛŎƘ architectural 
heritage and a feature in the landscape

ÅRetaining original features such as limestone 
capstans, flagstones and kerbs.

ÅAdare Quay is not included in the NIAH archive.

https://webgis.buildingsofireland.ie/HistoricEnvironment/

Carved Limestone Bollard 
GLIN PIER

Kilteery

Kilteery

https://webgis.buildingsofireland.ie/HistoricEnvironment/


Ordinance Survey of Ireland  Maps from 1840 and 1900 ςAdare 

OSI ~1840

Canal to site of present Adare  Iron Works 
Railway and Turf Quay not yet built. 

Quay

Cut

OSI ~1900

Quay

Quay

Canal replaced by Station Road

Railway Line and Bridge



Adare Quay

Adare Quay and Bollard                        

Å Still survives today almost in its 
original form

Å Retains original features such as quay 
wall, limestone capstans, flagstones 

Å Is now a car park 
Å Silted up and overgrown 
Å Cannot be used for boating 
Å No longer a feature in the landscape. 

Carved Limestone Bollard
Adare Turf Quay

Adare Turf QuayAskeatonFlotilla at Adare Turf Quay ςAug. 2019 


